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What we can do is make observations that tell us about the very early

)

stages of the Universe’s evolution, the first pages of its story. It turns out we

can say something sensible about conditions then, and so when observers like

@ FEE (KR (3) 1 r R< it THREBIIR
25

me talk about the Big Bang theory, we tend to mean not so much the single

moment of beginning but the general and testable idea that, whatever started

the thing rolling in the first place, the Universe began its life in a hot, dense

state and has been expanding ever since. We can examine this idea by looking
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