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the ultimate medium of data storage. In a salt mine in Austria, the Memory of
Mankind Project is depositing one thousand of the most important books from
our era to keep them safe in case of a global technological failure. They are
printed on microfilm tablets made of ceramic, the only material deemed
durable enough to survive the test of time. This is the ultimate time capsule,
and like those left by the Mesopotamian kings, is addressed to a future
civilisation at least as advanced as we are, giving them a snapshot of our cra.
The project was directly inspired by cuneiform and the astonishing longevity of
its writing materials but is enhanced by modern technology. No fire can turn
these tablets to glass, as they are made to withstand temperatures of up to
1,500 degrees, and can resist water damage and even ﬂdd-(c)w

circle, from writing on clay tablets at the very beginning of history to returning
to_them now to ensure the survival of the information age. This is one of the

most fundamental lessons of all that we can learn from Mesopotamia: that the

way we record knowledge matters and can have a real impact on the
preservation of our culture. The legacy of Mesopotamia will be with us for

millennia more to come. We can only hope our own civilisation will survive

as well.
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