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You might expect that working with others to reconstruct an event will

help us to remember more than if we were remembering alone. For instance,

you would think that two people talking to each other about a baseball game

they had recently watched should remember more plays than if they were

each

recalling the game on their own. However, in 1997, two research groups

published papers that ( 7 ) this intuitive expectation. Across vas

rious

experiments that required memorization of lists of words, sentences, or stories,

the researchers compared the amount of information recalled by p

eople

working in groups against the amount recalled by the same number of

individuals who had worked alone. Surprisingly, those working in a group had

worse memory performance, a phenomenon called collaborative inhibition.

One reason for collaborative inhibition is that groups can magnify the

actors in the film.

Recalling in groups can also have a homogenizing* effect, filtering
( 4 ) that make each of us remember things just a little bit differently. We
tend to remember the information that we want to share with others and I

out that which is unlikely to resonate with them, thereby changing

s of interference. Typically, when we reuisé

out

eave

our

memories in a way that makes them align with those of the rest of our group.

The selective nature of collective memory is not ( 7 ) — our memories
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