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At the time, I reached out to her to ask her about it. She explained that the
racism she’ d witnessed felt like a turn away from the way she’d assumed history
would unfold.
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Regardless of whether we can prove that the multiverse exists, the idea of it can

distract us from doing the work we need to do to make this world better.
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(1)
(BRZH1 1)
In a cave, a muscular half-naked man is surrounded by lions. There are ten lions
in total, and most of them are maned males. The lions are doing different
things: some are sleeping, others are prowling around the man, and the one next
to the man is yawning. Their relaxed appearance suggests that this is a lion’s
den. The man, on the other hand, has a despairing expression on his face and
sits with his legs crossed and looking up at the opening of the cave. Scattered
throughout the cave are bones, including a human skull, suggesting that the man
has been thrown into the lion’s den for punishment. Though he might realize
the fate that awaits him, he doesn’t give up. Believing in the possibility of
salvation, he folds his hands and prays to the God.

(137 words)
(BRZ B 2)
A half-naked man is sitting in the center right of this painting. He has a
desperate look on his face and is looking up to heaven with his hands folded,
saying a prayer for rescue. The reason is clear when we see the lions
surrounding him. They are in a cave, and there seems to be no one to help him
and no escape other than the hole above, making the situation fatal for him.
However, although the skull in the foreground implies the fierce nature of the
lions, most of them appear relaxed, and none are trying to attack him. The
man’s god must have answered his prayer and be keeping him safe. It was
probably to tell people the importance of belief in gods and prayer that this
painting was drawn.

(133 words)

(2)

(BRZ&H1 1)

This image depicts a town in the middle of winter. There is snow on the street
and the people are dressed warmly. At the bottom left, people are crowding



around a building. It can be seen that the person inside is offering something
like bread to them. They are holding milk pails and baskets for food, and look
desperate to get a piece of bread. Only the boy on the left side is trying to
leave the crowd, having already obtained one. The facial expressions of the
people indicate that they are suffering from food shortages. Meanwhile, the
man behind the people, who appears to be a high official, is walking along. He
seems completely unconcerned about them. The man might be a symbol of the
indifference of the upper classes to the people’s starvation.

(135 words)
(BRZ& B 2)
The setting of this painting is a street, probably in some European city. Judging
from the way people are dressed and the fact that the ground is drawn white
and wheel tracks can be seen in the road, it must be winter. On the whole, there
are not so many people on the street, but there is a crowd in the foreground,
which consists of women and children with baskets and pails. They may be in
front of a food shop as those close to the building are desperately reaching out
for what little food that is being offered. The fact that they are competing for
the food, not in a line, indicates that there is not enough food to feed everyone
in this city. This painting shows us how hard it is to get food in times of famine.

(140 words)

(3)
(BRZH1 1)
The drawing depicts a living room. Near the center of the room, an elegant
teapot and a long ornate lamp are on the tables. Other furniture also indicates
that a well-to-do family owns this house. In the front is a young girl in a dress,
kneeling on a carpet decorated with botanical patterns. A striped ball is on a
different rug, and she is gazing beyond it. Looking toward the back of the room,
two girls show their faces between chairs. Furthermore, another girl peeks out
from the top of the partition. They are looking at the girl on the carpet. The
four girls might be playing hide-and-seek. A woman, probably their mother, sits
on a chair reading a newspaper, seemingly relaxed. Throughout the entire
image, the objects and people in the room are portrayed realistically.

(136 words)



(BRZ&B 2)
In the foreground of this painting is a very young girl looking toward the right,
and behind her and on the opposite side from the direction of her gaze are three
children, hiding behind pieces of furniture and looking towards her. These
children must be playing hide-and-seek. A woman on the right is sitting in a
chair and reading the paper, and she appears utterly indifferent to them.
Moreover, the young girl shows no sign of realizing where the other children are.
These details, combined with the fact that the eyes of the three children seem
to go beyond the young girl and seem to be directed towards those who are
looking at the painting, make us feel that the three hiding children are actually
looking towards us, waiting to be found.

(132 words)

B
1
(BRZH1 1)
[t was at the beginning of my third year at high school when I felt very intense
mixed feelings. At my high school, students are divided into different classes
based on whether we chose to study humanities or sciences in university. I
decided to major in psychology at Osaka University, but my best friend since
elementary school, whom I had always been in the same class with until then,
chose to specialize in aeronautics. This meant we would be separated, which
made me very anxious. At the same time, however, I was full of expectations
that being surrounded by students who share my interests and goals would be a
great source of stimulation and motivation. In the end, I can say this
expectation was correct, and in addition, my best friend is still my best friend.
(136 words)
(BRE B 2)
I had the most complicated feelings when I knew my love would remain
unrequited. Two years of high school life passed without me showing my love
for the person I had a crush on, and when I found out that he had a partner, I
felt as if all my self-polishing efforts had gone down the drain. However,
considering that his happiness was also my greatest happiness, I felt I should
accept this outcome as my destiny. Although I felt depressed at that time, the
fact that I had continued to strive to improve myself for him proved to be an



invaluable asset for me. In fact, because of my efforts, I achieved high ranks
in regular exams, revealing that I could do better than I imagined. Now I am
very grateful for this experience, which has made me stronger.

(140 words)

2
(BRZH1 1)
“There is more to life than increasing its speed” is my motto. This saying is
attributed to Gandhi, a famous twentieth-century Indian leader who advocated
non-violence. AsIunderstand it, his message is that many important things are
lost when one leads a life that is too busy, and thus it is necessary to slow down
on occasion. This seems to be of increasing importance in the world today,
when everything is accelerating and we are losing our peace of mind to the
extent that we cannot care about others. AsIam fully occupied with the things
I have to deal with, including caring for my father, I often feel overwhelmed by
the need to pursue more efficiency, and almost lose sight of who I am. By
reminding myself of this quote, however, I can somewhat compose myself.

(139 words)
(BRZ B 2)
My life motto is “pay it forward.” This means that when we receive assistance
from others, we do not have to return the favor, but rather we can spread the
goodwill by helping someone else. It is often said that we should “pay people
back,” indicating that we should return a favor to the person who has helped us.
However, there are many cases where this is not possible. For example, we
cannot easily return a favor to someone who is geographically distant from us or
who is no longer in this world. In those cases, we can try to “pay it forward,”
which is a way to do good deeds for others instead. We can practice this by
helping others in situations similar to ours or by volunteering in our community.

(132 words)

3

(BRZ&H1 1)

Though the literal meanings of knowledge and wisdom seem largely identical, I
think there is a big difference when one says that a person is of great knowledge
or great wisdom. The former implies that the person is familiar with a wide



variety of things, mainly due to education, but does not necessarily mean he or
she knows how to put the knowledge into practical use. The latter, in contrast,
seems to make people think that the person not only possesses a fair amount of
knowledge which is bolstered by real-life experiences, but also can use this to
actually carry things out. Considered in this way, the difference between the
two words seems to lie in whether it comes from education or experience, and
whether one can apply what they know or not.

(133 words)
(BRZ& B 2)
I believe that knowledge and wisdom are closely related concepts, but should
be clearly distinguished. Knowledge means information obtained through
learning or experience. It can be understood as the set of data we each
possess. Wisdom, on the other hand, refers to the ability to act in order to get
better outcomes in diverse situations, based on a deep understanding of how to
apply knowledge to life. It also implies that knowledge itself is nothing more
than collected material, but its proper use will help us overcome difficulties. In
an extreme example, even the idea of “constantly upgrading our ‘knowledge’ to
keep up with trends” is wisdom. In this perspective, the main difference
between the two words is that knowledge is focused on “possession of
information” while wisdom focuses on the “utilization thereof.”

(133 words)
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