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Although spiders can’t literally count one, two, three, the research suggests
some jumping spiders have a sense of numbers roughly equivalent to that of 1-

year-old humans.
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It’s not so much the size of the brain that matters, but what the animal can do

with what it’ s got
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Since infants, like spiders, can’t tell you what’s on their mind, the idea is to
deduce what they understand by seeing what surprises them.
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Although spiders can’t literally count one, two, three, the research suggests
some jumping spiders have a sense of numbers roughly equivalent to that of 1-
year-old humans.
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It’ s hard for us to work out exactly how long prehistoric humans lived, not least
because prehistory is defined as the period prior to written records.
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It’ s hard for us to work out exactly how long prehistoric humans lived, not least

because prehistory is defined as the period prior to written records.
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Those who escaped the capricious crises of infectious disease, injury or bad
luck were greeted by an inexplicable state of decline which we’ d now recognise
as ageing
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Even as schools of philosophy, religions and empires rose and fell, surprisingly

little changed about lifespans for thousands of years.
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